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THE REGIONAL LIBRARY CONFERENCES 


It was extremely gratifying to learn of the unqualified success of | 
this year’s regional library conferences. The meetings just concluded 
constitute a practical application of the development of the American 
creed of equal opportunity for all. Library service contributes to our 
commonwealth inestimable benefits in character building, education, 
and social progress. But not through books alone can our citizens 
acquire such benefits. Behind the books must stand library workers 
prepared to cope with multiple problems, librarians keenly aware of and 
sympathetic with the perplexities of the people they serve. This 
spring’s regional meetings—now rightly called institutes—furnish library 
workers an ideal method of approach to these problems and perplexities. 

The conferences were started originally in order to afford an inter- 

change of ideas and experiences between library workers who—for a 
number of reasons—were unable to leave their posts for the three or 
four days that would be required to attend the annual Illinois Library 
Association Convention. From this standpoint alone they proved an 
admirable innovation. But at the same time they have served another 
purpose, one not immediately apparent at the time of their, inception. 
This particular library mechanism gives the librarians in the smaller 
communities a voice they never had before. Where they might be 
inarticulate at a mass meeting composed of hundreds of delegates, they 
are now implemented to make known their own local problems and 
hear those of others. Thus, all over our State, the specific problems of 
library work are being attacked piecemeal according to the complexion 
of individual communities. Obviously this mode of approach is pref- 
erable to any attempt to work out for every question formulae and 
procedure applicable to everyone. 

The conferences are now called “institutes” because of the pre- 
liminary survey made by the Division for the Extension of Library 
Service to determine the most desirable topics to be discussed in each 
of the 14 centers where the meetings were to be held. Here again we 
see library problems being attacked piecemeal. The splendid co- 
operation of librarians all over the State, resulting in agreeably sur- 
prising increased attendance, will now make it possible for the State 
Library to introduce into the library equations the variable factors that 
apply to individual communities. 

And lastly, great benefit will undoubtedly accrue from the con- 
tacts made by library trustees who attended the 14 meetings. The 
interchange of ideas that took place was stimulating suggestive, and 
gave this public spirited group new impetus to help in achieving our 
common goal, library service and reading materials available and acces- 
sible to every citizen in Illinois—which means constantly improving 
library service in our State. 


Epwarp J. HuGHEs. 
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THE NOTEBOOK 


ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 


New Members 


Assumption P. L. 

Baker, Ella, Ln. P. L., Sullivan. 

de Roulet, Marie Antoinette, Ln., Chat- 
ham Br. L., Chicago. 

Heidbreder, Bertha, asst. P. L., Quincy. 

Honeywell, Mrs. Mary, tr., P. L., Hoopes- 
ton. 

Johnson, Helen M., Ln. P. L., Assump- 
tion. 

Krum, Charlotte, Ln. Avery Coonley 
School, Downers Grove. 

Rathbun, Norma, Ln. Adams Mem. L., 
Wheaton. 

Richardson, Mrs. Deborah G., Ln. P. L., 
Moweaqua. 

Schlagenhauf, Caroline, asst. P. L., 
Quincy. 

Jennings, Mrs. Mary, P. L., Thebes. 


Withdrawals 


Coventry, Sarah, Ln. P. L., Edwardsville. 

Janvrin, Charles E., Urbana. 

Peterson, Mrs. Helga E., asst., P. L., Glen 
Ellyn. 

Phelps, Lou A., Ln. P. L., Sullivan. 

Zaricor, Mrs. Joe, Ln. P. L., Sullivan. 


COMMITTEES 


PLANNING BOARD 


M. F. Gallagher, Highland Park, Chair- 
man. 

Leon Carnovsky, Graduate Library 
School, Univ. of Chicago. 

Eleanor Libbey, New Trier H. S., Win- 
netka. 

P. L. Windsor, Univ. of Illinois Library. 

Julia Baker, Woodlawn Branch, Chicago. 

Mrs. Edward Hunt, DeKalb. 

Bernice Wiedemann, Ill. State Library. 

Harriet Skogh, Illinois State Library. 

Charlotte Ryan, Ex-officio, Ill. State Li- 
brary. 


PERSON NEL 


Sue Osmotherly, Winnetka, Chairman. 

Mildred L. Batchelder, A. L. A. Head- 
quarters. 

Mrs. Geo. H. Tomlinson, Evanston. 

Gladys Allison, River Forest. 

Eleanor Libbey, Winnetka. 


CERTIFICATION 


P. L. Windsor, Chairman, University of 
Illinois Library. 

Porter Paddock, Springfield. 

Alice Williams, Moline. 

Mrs. L. O. Hackett. 

Thelma Van Ness, Bloomington. 

Charlotte Ryan, Illinois State Library. 


LEGISLATIVE 


M. F. Gallagher, Highland Park, Chair- 
man. 

Joseph A. Fleming, Chicago. 

Arthur R. Hall, Chicago. 

Effie A. Lansden, Cairo. 

Carl B. Roden, Chicago. 

Helene H. Rogers, Illinois State Library. 

Mrs. Geo. H. Tomlinson, Evanston. 

J. L. Oakleaf, Moline. 

S. F. Parsons, DeKalb. 

Charlotte Ryan, Ex-officio, Ill. State Li- 
brary. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Margaret Chouffet, Oak Park. 

Louise Borchelt, Evanston. 

Vivian Hill, Litchfield. 

Marcia Wheeler, Hinsdale. 

Lois Highsmith, Lawrenceville. 

Mrs. Peter Wolter, Chicago. 

Mrs. Rose Cuchna, Cicero. 

Helene H. Rogers, Illinois State Library. 


NOMINATING 


William H. Baehr, Rock Island, Chair- 
man. 
Mr. Baehr to select other members. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Vera Goessling, Chairman. 


For Public Librarians 


Faith Armstrong, Rockford. 
Alice E. Arthur, Streator. 
Clara M. Baker, Decatur. 
Rena M. Barickman, Joliet. 
Virginia Breuchard, Greenville. 
Grace Custer, Rock Island. 
Helen Geltosky, Harrisburg. 
Ruth P. Hughes, Freeport. 
Ruby Kerley, Carbondale. 
Carrie M. Lowe, Shelbyville. 
Sara Bell Seidwell, Danville. 
Olive Stallings, Granite City. 
Emma Sheffler, Springfield. 
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For Schools and Colleges Librarians 


Edna Abernathy, E. St. Louis. 
Maysel Baker, LaSalle-Peru. 
Mary J. Booth, Charleston. 
Vera Goessling, Centralia. 
Lillian Havenhill, Jacksonville. 
Lucy P. Williams, Bloomington. 
Wilma Williams, Springfield. 
Carrie Williford, Elgin. 
Mildred Warren, Mt. Vernon. 
Ruth Zimmerman, Carbondale. 


In Charge of Exhibits 


S. Ambrose Wetherbee, Archives Divi- 
sion, Illinois State Library. 


AMONG LIBRARIANS 


Buxton, Ruth, assistant at the Rockford 
Public Library has recently been married 
and will continue her work at the library as 
Mrs. Ruth B. Driscoll. 


La Rue, Mary, formerly on the staff of 
the State Library is attending the Univer- 
sity of Illinois Library School. 


McLaughlin, Blanche, formerly librarian 
of the Brighton Park Branch of the Chicago 
Public Library has been appointed librarian 
of the new branch in Auburn Park at 79th 
and Halsted Streets, Chicago. 


Metcalf, Mary, formerly assistant at the 
Metropolis Public Library has been ap- 
pointed librarian. 


Zepf, Charlotte, is an assistant in the 
Book Selection Department of the Chicago 
Public Library. 


Hughes, Nellie D., librarian North Branch, 
Lincoln Library, Springfield, sailed this 
month for Europe. She plans to visit 
Ireland and the continent as well as at- 
tend the Eucharistic Congress at Budapest. 


PUBLICITY NEWS 


Comment on the publicity activities of 
several libraries in Illinois has recently ap- 
peared in the Wilson Bulletin, May 1938. 


Guy R. Lyle, editor of The Crow’s Nest, 
a department in the Wilsor Bulletin, writes 
that he “enjoyed very much the conver- 
sational simplicity of the “Library Book- 
worm’s” observations (Wheaton Public Li- 
brary, Illinois) which appear weekly in two 
local papers. Miss Norma Rathburn is 
librarian at Wheaton. 


“The activities of the Galva Public Li- 
brary (Galva, Illinois) are well covered by 
the local newspapers,” writes Mr. Lyle, and 
“Evanston (Illinois) continues in the good 
graces of the city editors and has its report 
published by two local newspapers.” Mrs. 


Eva Goodale is the librarian at Galva and 
Ida Faye Wright is at Evanston. 


ENDURING VALUES 


“I have recently traveled throughout the 
country examining the educational work of 
the large libraries. As an educator I was 
profoundly impressed by the importance of 
the work the libraries are doing and the 
most important work they could do if 
adequately supported. They are in a very 
real sense the ‘people’s universities.” Every- 
one agrees that education does not accom- 
plish its end as it is limited to the work 
of the schools. In a democracy it is neces- 
sary that education should be carried for- 
ward into mature life primarily by reading. 
Hundreds of thousands of people in New 
York City are being served and served well 
by the public library and helped to become 
more intelligent and better citizens. I be- 
lieve that the educational work performed 
by the library costs less in proportion to 
its value than any other part of our public 
educational system.” 


Excerpt from a letter written by Profes- 
sor Alvin S. Johnson, former President of 
the American Economics Association and 
published last autumn in The New York 
Herald Tribune under the title of The Peo- 
ple’s Universities. 


ATTENTION! 


Have you a set of the seasonal posters 
made available to libraries and _ schools 
through the cooperation of the State Li- 
brary and the N. Y. A.? 


We have on hand only a few of these 
sets of 12 posters (one for each month of 
the year) and anyone wishing to secure 
them may do so for a very low cost—only 
84 cents for the set. This small charge 
covers the cost of the materials used and 
the cost of mailing. All inquiries should 
be addressed to the Illinois State Library, 
Administrative Office, Centennial Building, 
Springfield. When ordering the posters 
please send postage stamps in lieu of cash 
as the remittance. 


THE FEDERAL AID BILL 


For editorial or other comment on the 
library features of the bill, see the follow- 
ing periodicals: 


Christian Century 55:547, May 4. Li- 
brary service for rural regions. 
Public Management 20:86, March. In- 


creased federal aid for education urged 
by Advisory Committee. 

Publishers’ Weekly 133:1275-76, March 
19. Will the Government back educa- 
tion? 

133:1743, April 30. Support 
the education bill. 

Saturday Review 17, no. 26:11, April 23. 
Rural free libraries. 
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RURAL AREA SERVICE 


As announced and developed by 
Charlotte Ryan, Superintendent Extension Division 


LIBRARY CENTERS OPENED 


Approval has been given by the Illinois 
State Library for the opening of library 
centers in cooperation with W. P. A., in the 
following counties: 

Macoupin County (District 7) at Het- 
tick. 


Ogle County (District 1) at Forreston 
and Adeline. These centers will be open 
about May 16. 


Bureau County (District 1) at Ohio and 
Walnut. These centers will open within 
the next three weeks. 


St. Clair County (District 7) at Freeburg 
and under supervision of Dorothy Schiele. 

Franklin County (District 5) at Ewing 
and Thompsonville. 


Gallatin County (District 5) at Ridgway. 


Randolph County (District 7) at Ellis- 
grove. 


REPORT ON REGIONAL LIBRARY 
INSTITUTES, 1938 


Regional Institutes during March and 
April of this year were held in fourteen 
towns. The total registered attendance 
reached 821. Of this number, 416 were li- 
brarians and assistants, 261 were trustees 
and 144 visitors. 

The program, as planned, was developed 
along four lines: book talks; discussion of 
trustees’ problems; discussion of technique 
in library service; and a presentation of 
the services rendered by N. Y. A. and 
W. P. A. in carrying book service to areas 
in the state hitherto not reached by estab- 
lished libraries, or by the Illinois State Li- 
brary. In addition to this general plan, 
in many places there were talks on special 
topics which proved both stimulating and 
suggestive; as, for example, at Centralia, 
Vera Goessling, librarian of the Centralia 
High School, gave an excellent talk on 
“Cooperation between High School and 
Public Library;” while at Galva, Donald 
Woods, an assistant in the Knox College 
Library at Galesburg, spoke on “Coopera- 
tion between the College and Public Li- 
brary in serving the community,” and Law- 
rence G. Johnson gave an instructive pres- 
entation of “Library Insurance.” At every 
institute a representative of the [Illinois 
Congress of Parents and Teachers was 
given time on the program to develop the 
idea of cooperation between local P. T. A. 
groups and the public library. 


In arranging the program for the series 
of institutes, the original plan was to have 
a separate trustees’ section for about an 
hour or half-hour period at each institute, 
but in all places this plan did not prove 
feasible. However, under the leadership 
of Mrs. George H. Tomlinson, chairman of 
the Trustees Section of the Illinois Library 
Association, a definite trustees program was 
arranged for the institutes at Greenville, 
Galva, Golconda, Rockford, DeKalb, and 
Joliet. At all other institutes the confer- 
ence was turned over to the trustees for a 
period of time, for the expression of opin- 
ions and exchange of ideas. 

Members of the staff of the Illinois State 
Library, including the superintendent of the 
Division for the Extension of Library Serv- 
ice and the Field Visitor took part on the 
program in a number of places; the topic 
“Recent Reference Books” was presented 
by Mae Hessler, Chief of the Reference 
Department, at Rockford, DeKalb, and 
Joliet. The same topic was presented by 
Fern Garrett, a member of the Reference 
Department siaii, at Centralia, Collinsville, 
Greenville, Carmi, and Golconda. “New 
Children’s Books” were discussed at Galva, 
Carthage and Havana, by Lois Martin, 
assistant in the Cataloging Department. 


THE PROGRAM 


When plans were made for the Institutes, 
it was decided to divide the state up into 
five regions and hold three institutes in 
each region, except the southermost, in 
which two conferences were held. It so 
happened that the invitations received from 
places throughout the year fitted into the 
regional groupings as planned, hence the 
selection of places was determined in this 
mannez. 


Centralia, Collinsville, Greenville 


The first group was held March 22, 23 
and 24 at Centralia, Collinsville and Green- 
ville. At these three conferences, the topic 
“New Children’s Books” was presented by 
Dorothy Hiatt, children’s librarian of the 
Jacksonville Public Library; Fern Garrett 
from the Reference Department of the 
State Library, presented “Recent Refer- 
ence Books.” The work of the W. P. A. 
library centers was presented at all three 
conferences by Mrs. Carol C. Lind, super- 
vising project technician, W. P. A. Library 
Project, District No. 7, East St. Louis. At 
Centralia and Collinsville, the work of the 
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N. Y. A. in the library field was described 
by Emma Bergman, supervising librarian 
of N. Y. A. library service in District No. 
7; and at Greenville, the speaker was Loren 
H. Allen, State N. Y. A. library super- 
visor. The topic “New Books of General 
Interest” was presented at Centralia by 
Margaret Lee Pittman, librarian, Mt. Ver- 
non Public Library; at Collinsville, by Mrs. 
Wm. E. Wolfe, librarian of Wood River 
Public Library; at Greenville by Vivian 
Hill, librarian, Litchfield Public Library. 
The P. T. A. organization was represented 
at Centralia by Mrs. Joyce Toothaker of 
Effingham; at Collinsville, by Mrs. West of 
Alton; at Greenville, by Mrs. Elmer H. 
Droste of Mt. Olive. 

At Centralia the group was entertained 
during the noon hour by a visit to the oil 
field. 

At Collinsville, Vincent A. Herr, Jr., ran 
a film showing the tearing down of the old 
library and the building and dedication of 
the new library. Here special guests and 
speakers were Sarah S. Molony, extension 
librarian, Missouri Library Commission, 
Mr. Irving Dilliard, editor with the St. 
Louis Post Dispatch and Katharine T. 
Moody, head of tke reference department 
of the St. Louis Public Library. 

In Greenville the special trustees dis- 
cussion as planned by Mrs. Frank H. 
Shriver, president of the Virden Public 
Library Board, proved interesting. Appear- 
ing on this program were Mrs. E. E. Cox 
of Greenville, Mrs. G. B. Hoiles, also from 
Greenville, Mrs. E. R. Chamness of Car- 
linville. Mr. Palmer L. Ewing, city super- 
intendent of schools, Highland, also con- 
tributed to the program at Greenville. 


Paris, Decatur, Paxton 


The eastern part of the State was cov- 
ered by three conferences held March 29, 
30 and 31, at Paris, Decatur and Paxton. 
The discussion of children’s books was led 
at Paris by Mrs. Elizabeth Squires, chil- 
dren’s librarian of the Champaign Public 
Library; at Decatur and Paxton by Maxine 
McCulloch, children’s librarian of Decatur 
Public Library. The talk on “New Refer- 
ence Books” was given at Paris by Blanche 
Gray, librarian, Mattoon Public Library; at 
Decatur by Ethel G. Kratz, librarian, 
Champaign Public Library; and at Paxton, 
by Dorothy Brown, librarian, Kankakee 
Public Library. The topic “New Books of 
General Interest” was presented at Paris, 
by Mrs. Marjorie L. Dewey, librarian, 
Marshall Public Library; at Decatur, by 
Thelma J. Van Ness, assistant librarian, 
Withers Public Library, Bloomington; and 
at Paxton, by Anne Benner, librarian, Ur- 
bana Free Library. 

At Decatur, the work of the W. P. A. 
library centers was presented by Mrs. 
Mary Elizabeth Brown, supervisor of 
W. P. A. Library Projects, District No. 4; 


there the N. Y. A. library service was de- 
scribed by Clara A. Davies. 

P. T. A. groups were represented at Paris 
by Mrs. Wm. E. Matherly of Mattoon; at 
Decatur by Mrs. R. H. Oplinger of that 
city; and at Paxton, by Mrs. Ralph Kelly 
of Champaign. 

A distinctive feature of the Paris con- 
ference was a very interesting discussion 
of library service from the viewpoint of a 
county superintendent of schools, given by 
Harlan Beem, county superintendent of 
Coles County. Contributing on the pro- 
gram also was John Moss, city superintend- 
ent of schools of Paris, and a member of 
the library board. 

Additional talks of interest on the pro- 
gram at Decatur were given by Mr. Frank- 
lin Shilling, president of the Board of 
Trustees, on ““Ways and Means of Getting 
Extra Funds and Endowments for Public 
Libraries,” and by Mrs. Cora B. Ryman, 
county superintendent of schools, on “Li- 
brary Service for the County of Macon.” 

At Paxton, a discussion was developed 
among trustees present, centering around 
the serious shrinking of library incomes, 
due to the decreasing valuation of taxable 
property. It was felt that this is the most 
difficult problem to handle. The consensus 
of opinion was that emergency aids are 
only temporarily remedial, and that what 
is needed is action of some sort which will 
be permanent in nature. 


Galva, Carthage, Havana 


The institutes held April 5, 6 and 7, at 
Galva, Carthage and Havana served the 
western part of the State. At all three, 
the discussion of “New Children’s Books” 
was led by Lois Martin of the staff of the 
Illinois State Library. The talk on “New 
Reference Books” was given at Galva by 
Lorine Johnson, reference assistant at the 
Moline Public Library; at Carthage, by 
Caroline Schlagenauf, assistant from the 
Quincy Public Library; at Havana by 
Sylvia Taylor, reference librarian from the 
Jacksonville Public Library. The topic 
“New Books of General Interest,” was pre- 
sented at Galva, by Elizabeth Curry, li- 
brarian, Kewanee Public Library; at Car- 
thage, by Mrs. Ida Sturgeon, librarian, Ma- 
comb Public Library; and at Havana, -by 
Nella Beeson of the staff of the Peoria 
Public Library. 

The work of the W. P. A. library centers 
was described at Galva by Fred A. Bestow, 
supervising project technician, W. P. A. 
District No. 1; and at Carthage and Havana 
by Mary Jane Rowe, supervisor W. P. A. 
Library Project, District No. 6. The 
N. Y. A. work in the library field was de- 
scribed at Galva by Mrs. Gertrude Angell, 
supervising librarian for N. Y. A. in Dis- 
trict No. 1; at Carthage and Havana by 
Pauline Waterman, supervising librarian for 
N. Y. A. in District No. 6. 


The P. T. A. organization was _ repre- 
sented at Galva by Mrs. Christian Koch 
of Rock Island; at Carthage by Mrs. Ly- 
man Yancey of Quincy; and at Havana the 
talk was given by Bernice Wiedemann, 
Field Visitor of the Illinois State Library, 
in the absence of the scheduled speaker, 
Mrs. John Lee, of Jacksonville. 

There were several distinctive features 
of the Galva Conference. One was a talk 
on “Cooperation Between Public and Col- 
lege Librarians in serving the Community,” 
given by Donald Woods, assistant from the 
Knox College Library of Galesburg, in 
which he proposed that consideration should 
be given the idea of pooling the book re- 
sources of a city where two such libraries 


.are located. Lawrence G. Johnson, an at- 


torney in Galva, discussed library insur- 
ance in detail before the conference, and 
C. A. Weber, city superintendent of schools, 
described in detail the plan of book-buy- 
ing for the school libraries, being inaugu- 
rated by the Library Board in conjunction 
with the School Board. 

At Galva the trustees held their separate 
meeting for about forty-five minutes in the 
afternoon where Dr. Frank H. Burt, presi- 
dent of the board of trustees, led the dis- 
cussion of topics in which trustees only 
were interested. 

At Carthage, L. F. Gumbart, president 
of the board of trustees, Macomb Public 
Library, led the discussion of topics of in- 
terest to trustees; the items discussed be- 
ing mainly, library insurance, and the ques- 
tion of shrinking library incomes. Miss 
Mitchell, Home Adviser for Hancock 
County, added to the discussion of the 
problem of rural library service. 

The sleety weather militated against the 
attendance at Havana, but the informality 
attending the reduced numbers made dis- 
cussion more free and lively on the topics 
in which librarians mainly were interested. 


Carmi, Golconda 


The extreme southern portion of the 
State was covered by two institutes; at 
Carmi and Golconda, “New Children’s 
Books” were discussed by Mrs. H. L. Rice, 
librarian of the Mitchell-Carnegie Public 
Library of Harrisburg. Mrs. Rice also gave 
a very interesting presentation of her ideas 
on the inexpensive decoration of a chil- 
dren’s room, with attractive illustrations 
which she brought with her. The topic 
“New Reference Books” was presented at 
both meetings by Fern Garrett, reference 
librarian of the Illinois State Library. The 
discussion of “New Books of General In- 
terest” was led at Carmi by Margaret Lee 
Pittman, librarian of the Mt. Vernon Pub- 
lic Library; and at Golconda by Mrs. Nan- 
nie G. Parks, librarian of the Marion Car- 
negie Library. 

The work of the N. Y. A. in the library 
field was presented by Josephine Waller, 
supervisor of N. Y. A. library service in 


District No. 5. Miss Waller also showed 
samples of the type of magazine binding 
done at very low cost by N. Y. A. Book- 
craft projects. Katharine Hiatt, supervis- 
ing librarian of W. P. A. District No. 5, 
presented the work of the W. P. A. library 
centers in that District. 

Representing the Illinois Congress of Par- 
ents and Teachers at Carmi was Mrs. Ivan 
McCallister of that city; at Golconda, Mrs. 
Melvin Lockard of Cobden. 

The leader of the trustees discussion at 
Carmi was Mrs. T. J. Hilliard, trustee from 
the Fairfield Public Library Board, who 
gave a very careful, detailed review of the 
book “The Library Trustee,” written by 
Anna Gertrude Hall. This brought forth 
discussion afterwards among the trustees 
present. Again the question of library 
funds came up, and the advisability of try- 
ing to accumulate a reserve fund was de- 
bated. 

At Golconda, Mrs. A. W. Reef, president 
of the Library Board of Carbondale, 
initiated trustees discussion by presenting 
findings from the book “The Library 
Trustee,” and asking for comment or dis- 
cussion. In this meeting Effie Lansden, li- 
brarian, Cairo Public Library, and mem- 
ber of the Advisory Committee for the co- 
ordination of the lIliinois State Library 
spoke on “Coordinated Service of the Illi- 
nois State Library.” The meeting at Gol- 
conda was held in “The Country Home.” 
Golconda is soon to have a new public li- 
brary building. 


Rockford, DeKalb, Joliet 


Institutes for the northern part of the 
State were scheduled at Rockford, DeKalb 
and Joliet on April 26, 27 and 28. 

At these three meetings “Recent Ref- 
erence Books” were discussed by Mae Hes- 
sler, Chief of the Reference Department, 
Illinois State Library. The discussion of 
“New Children’s Books” was led at Rock- 
ford by Helen Snyder, children’s librarian 
at the Freeport Public Library; at DeKalb 
by Florence Nordine, children’s librarian of 
Oak Park Public Library; and at Joliet by 
Katherine Ashley, children’s librarian of 
Winnetka Public Library. “New Books for 
the Adult Reading Public” were presented 
at Rockford by Emily Cartwright, libra- 
rian, Oregon Public Library; at DeKalb by 
Leona Ringering, librarian, Rochelle Pub- 
lic Library; at Joliet by Rebecca Ditto, 
librarian, LaGrange Public Library. 

P. T. A. representatives were Mrs. Ellis 
M. Bixby at Rockford, Mrs. Irving B. 
Enevold of Libertyville at DeKalb, and 
Mrs. Geissler at Joliet. 

The library work of W. P. A. was pre- 
sented at Rockford and DeKalb by Fred 
Bestow, supervising project technician, W. 
P. A. District No. 1. N. Y. A. was repre- 
sented at all three places by Mrs. Ger- 
trude Angell, supervisor of N. Y. A. li- 
brary service in District No. 1. 
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At Rockford a separate trustees section 
met for the morning and half of the afier- 
noon session. Arno Reinhardt, president of 
the board of trustees of Rockford Public 
Library, presided over this session. 

At DeKalb the trustees met separately 
through half of the afternoon period, under 
the chairmanship of Wm. W. Wirtz, trustee 
of the Haish Memorial Library of DeKalb. 
The program as planned by Mrs. E. S. 
Hunt of DeKalb was as follows: ‘Friends 
of the Library”—Charlotte Cummings of 
DeKalb; “Budget Making”’—Ruth Kirk of 
Sterling; “The Library Trustee”—Mrs. Jes- 
sie Heenan of Streator. 

The Joliet institute provided a separate 
meeting for trustees during half of the 
afternoon period, under the leadership of 
Mrs. Chas. Russell, vice president of the 
board of trustees of the Joliet Public Li- 
brary. Here a review of the book “The 
Library Trustee” aroused comment and dis- 
cussion. The Friends of the Library group 
met with the trustees. 

A distinctive feature of both the DeKalb 
and Joliet meeting was a talk given by 
Katherine Block of the Evanston Public 
Library, on “Cooperation Between the 
School and Public Library.” 

In the afternoon at DeKalb, Edwin Op- 
penheim, trustee of the Princeton Public 
Library, gave a stimulating and entertain- 
ing review of the plays of the season just 
closing. 

At Joliet, Mrs. Rena Barickman, the li- 
brarian. made some interesting comments 
on features which attracted her attention 
in the public libraries at Los Angeles, P-s- 
adena and San Diego, California. 

At all institutes, except the last three, 
the activities of I. L. A. and A. L. A. were 
presented in a brief talk by Miss Wiede- 
mann. 

In some of the conferences the topic “Co- 
ordinated Service of the Illinois State Li- 
brary was presented by a member of the 
Advisory Committee, in others, by the 
Superintendent of the Division for the Ex- 
tension of Library Service. 

Federal Aid for Libraries, a part of the 
new education bill in Congress, asking for 
appropriations for educational purposes was 
presented at all institutes except the first 
three. Introduced in the Senate as S. 419 
and in the House as H. R. 10340, the bill, 
in one of its sections, provides appropria- 
tions increasing annually until 1946 for the 
extension of library service to rural areas, 
the appropriations to be allocated on the 
basis of the rural population of the various 
states. The bill was framed from the rec- 
ommendations made by the President’s Ad- 
visory Committee on Education after a 
two-year study of the educational needs 
of the country. The report of this Com- 
mittee is known as the “Reeves Report.” 
There was discussion of the bill at a num- 
ber of the conferences. It was pointed out 


that existing tax-supported libraries would 
benefit indirectly from the bill. The ques- 
tions debated were whether it would con- 
flict with State Aid if that were sought 
again, and what relation it would bear to 
the N. Y. A. and W. P. A. library work. 
Opposition to it was mainly centered 
around the idea of federal control or dom- 
ination. However, the bill definitely dele- 
gates the authority of its administration to 
the state, after the state has formulated 
and presented its plan of administration to 
the federal government. The conferences 
at Golconda, Rockford, and DeKalb went 
on record by a resolution approving the 
bill and pledging support in working for 
its passage. A similar resolution introduced 
at Joliet found debate more spirited, and, 
although when a vote was taken the ma- 
jority voting approved, yet quite a number 
did not vote either way. 

A topic most frequently discussed at all 
the conferences was “Service to non-resi- 
dents.” Practices vary widely over the 
state, both as to charges made, privileges 
allowed and aid rendered rural schools. 
The conclusion drawn was that local con- 
ditions largely determine the policy fol- 
lowed by the board of trustees in each 
town, but the keen interest expressed in the 
topic augurs well for the extension of 
library service beyond the confines of the 
taxing unit. Another topic which disclosed 
a variety of practices was that of “Service 
to Schools” (within the taxing unit). The 
tendency shown is a steady drift toward 
closer cooperation between library boards 
and school boards. The main objective of 
both boards is, of course, to get the books 
to the children, and there again local con- 
ditions determine the most practicable 
method. 

Other topics which came in for interested 
discussion were “the Pamphlet File” and 
“the Picture Collection.” Subject headings 
for picture collections aroused interest in 
the Paris and Collinsville conferences. 

While the exchange of ideas made pos- 
sible by these regional institutes is profit- 
able, yet we believe that an equal benefit 
is derived from them when the librarians 
of an area renew and strengthen their 
friendships by the contacts made during 
the day’s session. 


LEAVES FROM THE FIELD 
VISITOR’S NOTEBOOK 


BERNIECE WIEDEMANN 


It’s a lot of hard work, but also great 
fun first to sort a collection of books, then 
to classify and direct the cataloging of those 
you have decided to retain in the collection 
of a new library. 

This work fell to my lot at Murphysboro 
during the weeks of April 11-16 and 21-28. 
The home willed by Sally A. Logan to the 
city was remodeled and the interior of the 


first floor adapted very successfully for 
library purposes. With the aid of the 
librarian, Mrs. Lee J. Pickler, and other 
assistants furnished by the Board, I was 
able to get most of the books ready for the 
opening date, May 2. The Business and 
Professional Women’s Club generously 
voted the sum of $200 for the purchase of 
new books, which came in time for display 
at the celebration of the opening. 

The next month, May 9-21, I spent two 
weeks over in the western part of the State 
assisting Miss Shadel, librarian of the Pitts- 
field Public Library, in preparing for the 
shelves the Fred B. Jones collection. It 
was a pleasure to handle the beautifully 
bound sets of standard authors and an un- 
usual treat to see some of the rare books 
belonging to the collection. Work on these 
books is still unfinished and will be con- 
cluded later in the summer. 


NEW LIBRARIES ON THE HORIZON 


A new enterprise always brings a thrill 
and when one comes close on the heels of 
another, the thrill is intensified. It was my 
privilege recently to sit down with two 
newly elected library boards and discuss the 
absorbing business of organizing a new 
library. 

On Monday, May 16, the trustees of the 
Bement Township Public Library, which 
this year will receive its first annual in- 
come derived from a levied tax of three- 
fourths of a mill, met at the home of its 
president, Mrs. W. C. McPherson with the 
full membership present—George W. Lar- 
sen, secretary-treasurer, Mrs. J. L. Bodman, 
Mrs. Clarence Funk, Archie Harver and 
Kenneth Burgess. There was free discus- 
sion of the location of the new library, de- 
tails of the budget, the question of equip- 
ment and the all-important question of the 
appointment of a librarian with summer 
school library training. 

The library hopes to open its doors to 
the public in its new location by Septem- 
ber and arrangements are now being made 
to put into good physical condition the 
books turned over to it by the Bement 
Woman’s Club. 

On the next day, Tuesday, May 17, I 
travelled a good many miles north to meet 
with the newly elected board of the Public 
Library at Normal, where, in the spring 
elections, the town voted the one and two- 
tenths mills library tax. Although it will 
be a year before any money will be re- 
ceived, the new board wishes to use that 
time to the best advantage in preparing 
their plans and perfecting an organization 
which will arouse and hold the interest of 
the taxpayers, who have voted to support 
this new venture. I found myself the 
target of questions put by the president of 


the board, Dr. H. G. McCormick, the sec- 
retary, Mr. Everton Dunk, the treasurer, 
Mr. W. H. Odell, and board members Mrs. 
H. W. Adams and Mrs. Glenn Huffington. 
The powers and duties of the board, ar- 
ticles and by-laws, budgets, and various 
facts about the library laws of the State 
were subjects under discussion. 

For sometime this library has been 
operated as a W. P. A. unit and will so 
continue until the tax is collected next 
year. Miss Margaret Hanna of Normal has 
given freely of her services for the benefit 
of the library. 

Another new library, which will soon be 
ready to open its doors to the taxpayers 
who voted its support in April, 1937, is the 
Kline Memorial Library at Casey. Re- 
cently Miss Flossie E. Lee, the secretary of 
the library board there, wrote asking me to 
assist them in compiling a basic list of 
books for first purchase, totalling fifteen 
hundred dollars. By comparing various 
basic lists, and, by the process of selection 
and elimination, I finally arrived at a list 
of over eight hundred volumes which I felt 
would fill the needs of this new library. 
Congratulations to the Kline memorial 
Board on their careful financing which 
made possible this large initial purchase! 
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